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SERMON 


Before Their Excellencies the 


Loꝛds Juſtices, 
7 oa 


— 


On Tueſday the 28th of Auguſt, 


Being the Day Appointed for a Solemn 
| | Thankſgiving to Almighty God, for the Late 

Glorious Succeſs in Forcing the Enemies Lines 
in the Spaniſh Netherlands, by the Arms of Her 
Majeſty, and Her Allies, under the 


Command 
of the Duke of Marlborough. * 


D Francs Higgins, M. A. Prebendary 
E © of St. Michael's. 


DUBLIN: 
Sad for Edwin Sandys, and are to be 
| Cuſtom-Houſe Printing-Houſe in 


L 
cs 
_ "& 1 


» „ 
* E 
»,* PYe 
2 2 A *.-& ”" © 
a ww 


| 


Chriſt-Church, Dublin; 


CE 
5 RD. 


1 1M 5 


UNIVERSITY 
O F 
DUB LIN. 


HE Unuearied Induſtry of the Ene- 
mies to our E and Civil 
Conſtitution in Aſper ſing the Be / 
om Faſteſi 2 a 0 
vr Luulling ſome Unwary, though 0- 
ther unſe, good Men, into a Lethargick Security, 
laudly Proclaiming the firſt ſort eee and 
Papiſts, and thereby rendering them Suſpected to 
tbe latter, in order to VDiꝛide and Leſſen our 
| = Strength, makes it every Honeſt Man's Duty to 
e beirn Mliſrepreſentations, obviate their Ca- 
nes, and point out their Practices. 

T boſe parts of the following Difcourſe, which 
I not aſhamed to Dedicate to 
e uy of my Intention thro” the 
my Heient Amends for the 
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from Erecting, or Maintaining Seminaries in Op- 


2. 


Weakneſs of the Performance : Town with the 
deepeſt Senſe of Gratitude, that under God, Towe 
my Zeal for our Eſtabliſhment inChurch and State, 
to the Happmeſs of my Education among ſt you ; and 
Rejoyce to ſee that as our Enemies have notyet been 
able to Poiſon the Fountains of Religion, aud Lay- 
alty, ſo they are Diſcountenanc d by the Legiſlative 


2 + 

Poſition to the Glorious Ends of Tour Royal Foun- 
dation. | j 
God Almighty continue Yu firm in Tour Zeal 1 
for bir Chek and Truth, in Tour Loyalty to our 
Great Protedreſs, and Gracious Queen, and in a 


Jmcere Affection to the Succeſſion as by Laus Eſta- 


bliſh'd m the Py oteſtant Line 3 To Promote all 
which as it was the Deſign of the following Diſ- 
courſe, ſo ] hope in God «nll be all Tour Studtes, and 
ſhall be the conflant Endeavour of him, who takes 
this opportunity of Publiſhing to the World, and 
Acknowledging to Tus the Grateful Senſe he ne- 
tans of the many Generous Favours he hasreceiv'd' . ⁵öÿ⸗=ꝙ 


from Tou, which Embolden him to beg Tour Pa- c 


tronage in @ Cauſe ſo well Worthy Tour own. En-- 
ageing in, and leave to Subſcribe himſelf, hoe N 
get 
Your very Obedient, 1 
and Faithful Servant: 
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1 Chron. Chap. XVI. Per. 34, 35. 36. 
34. D give hans to the Lord, for he is good: for his mer- 


cy endureth for ever, 

25. And jay ye, ſave us O God of our Salvation, and gather 
us together, and deliver us from the Heathen, that we 
ma) give thanks to thy Holy Name, and glory in thy 
Praiſe. 

36. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael for ever and ever : 
and all the people ſaid Amen, and praiſed the Lord. 


HE Words are the cloſe of an Anthem Compo- 
ſed by Holy David, a Man, and King atter 
God's own Heart, upon the folemn occaſion of 

bringing the Ark from K/zrjath-jearim up to Ton, and 
placing it ina Tent, he had prepared to receive it ; 
where by God's ſpecial Command it reſted, till Solomon 
huis Son, Built a molt Magnificent Temple for its ſettled 
Reſidence. The great Zeal this Pious, and Good, as 
well as Heroick, and Victorious King ſhew'd upon this 
occalien, for the Service, and Worſhip, and Glory of 
God, the extraordinary emotion of Spirit, and the tran- 
| ſport of Joy, he was viſibly in; his becoming Humility 
in laying by his Royal Robes, putting on a Linnen 
5 Ephod amongſt the Levites, and dancing before the 
all Proclaim him an IIluſtrious Entample to all 
edding Pious, and Devout Princes; and demon- 
Miete that he forgat not God his Saviour, who had ta- 
bim from the Sheepfold, and following the Ewes 
ih young ; and after many ſignal Reſcues, and 
 Deliverances from his fierceſt Enemies, had placed him 
on he Throne of Iſrael. ”=m diſdains not to employ 
* his 
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his private hours, in Compoſing Pſalms, and Euchari- 


ſtical Hymns for the Publick Service of God's Church: 


He aſſiſts with joy, and extaſie at the Performance, glo- 


ries in Publick and Solemn Acknowledgments of his 


Favours to him, and his People: Makes it the main 


part of his Care, to Regulate the Service of the Taber- 


nacle, and declares, He had rather be a Door-keeper in the 


Houſe of his God, than dwell in the Tents of Ungodlineſs ; 


and that vaſt heap of Wealth, which he had gain'd by 
the Arts of Peace, and the Spoiles of War, he appro- 


priates to defray the Expence of Building a ſumptuous . 


Houſe, or-reſting Place tor the Ark of God's ſtrength, 
by Solomon his Son. It was not enough for him to 
have his own Heart full of a grateful, warm, and lively 
Senſe of the many wonderful Interpoſitions of the Al- 
mighties Favour and Providence, which had been ſo ap- 


parent in the Preſervation, Multiplication, and Deli- 


verance of the Sons of Abraham his Choſen, and 1/rae! 
his Inheritance; but in the ſincerity of his Heart, and 
uprightneſs of his Soul, in this Anthem (as in many 
others) he calls upon his Prieſts, and his People, to Re- 
member, Record, Proclaim and Acknowledge them; 
to join with him in repeated Hallelujalis, calling Hea- 
ven and Earth into the Chorus, and in my 1 

cloſes all with a general Exhortation to praiſe God for 


his Mercy and Goodneſs, Subjoyning and DiQating a 


very ſeaſonable Prayer. 


The very many Miraculous Deliverances God had 
wrought in favour of this good King, and the People 


he Reign'd over, call'd loudly for the moſt Solemn re- 


turns ot Duty, Thanks and Praiſe ; and humbly to Ac- 
knowledge his great goodneſs to them in particular. 
The deep Senſe he had of his own Sins, the Stubborneſs 


Backlliding, and Demerits of the Piſobedient ang 
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made him very Senſible of, and Thankful for his great 
Mercy to him and them. O give Thanks to the Lord for 
His 8 for his Mercy endureth for ever, 

The daily and frequent Struggles, Skirmiſhes and 
Battles he had with the Philiſtines, and other Heathens 
round him, open and profeſt Enemies to God's viſible 
Church; the intire dependance he had on Heaven, for 
Succeſs againſt them, induc'd him to put an humble 


Petition, as well as a Pſalm of Thankſgiving into the 


Mouths of his Prieſts and People; and tay, Save us 0 
God of our Salvation; and gather us together, and deliver 
us from the Heathen. 

And without doubt, the Heart-burnings that he ſaw 
amongſt his People in favour of the Houſe of Saul, whoſe 
Right to Succeed to the Throne of their Father, many 
a Favorite and Miniſter of that rejected Family, and 
many a Relation of the Houſe of Benjamin, probably 
thought he Uſurped : His late compoſure of the Civil 
War which had rag'd between him and I1ſh-boſheth, un- 
der the Conduct of Abner for Seven Years and Six 
Months, made him juſtly fear, and reaſonably conjecture, 
that every Man's Heart in Iſrael was not with. him, 
that there were ſtill Murmurings and Diviſions amongſt 
the Tribes: He therefore makes a Prayer to the Al- 
mighty, for Uniting his Subjects to him, and all of 
them to one another, in a mutual defence of themſelves 
againſt their Common Enemy, a part of rhe Solemn 
Office of that Day of Joy and Praiſe ; and the Congre- 
gation joined heartily in both; For, 420 the People [aid 
Amen, and 25 the Lord. 

The Text thus eaſily Explain'd, commends the Piety 
of our Governors, in appointing the Solemn Devotions 
of this Day; and is ſo very Applicable to the Duties of 
it, and our preſent circumitances in relation to Dae 
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| Goodneſs and Mercy to us, the Diviſions amongſt ou: 


ſelves, and the neceſſity of Uniting againſt our Ene- 
mies, that I ſhall not ſtop to dra the Paralel, which is 
ſo very obvious, that every body preſent, may readily 
make it, I ſhall therefore endeavour 


I. To Obſerve and Remark, how Good God has been 
to us of theſe Churches and Kingdoms. 


II. How Merciful he is to- us. 


III. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, how highly neceſſary a 
hearty Union amongſt our ſelves is, in order to the 
ſaving us from our Enemies. 


IV. And Laſtly, J ſhall briefly ſhew what God's Good- 
. neſs and Mercies to us, require in return from us. 


Firſt then to Obſerve, and Remark how Good God 
has been to us of theſe Churches and Kingdoms. 

This will appear the more clearly, if we firſt conſider 
his Goodneſs to us in our Civil capacity. 

Secondly in our Religious capacity ; and 

Thirdly in the Reſcue, and Preſervation of both, in 
many Inſtances. 

And Firſt, As to God's Goodneſs to us in our Civil 
capacity. We muſt acknowledge it a very valuable Hap- 
pineſs, to live as we do under a Monarchy, Heredi- 


- rary, and not Elective; and fo free from thoſe diſmal 


Interregnums, Popular Tumults, and the Avarice of 
Heads of Parties, which miſerably Rend and often Sell 
ſuch Elective Kingdoms, and make them always ſubject 
to fatal Revolts, and inteſtine Rebellions. A Monarchy, 
cho? Hereditary, not Arbitrary ; but circumſcribed by 
Laws, and ſecured from Tyranny ; where the Prince 

Reigns 
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Reigns in the Hearts of the Subjects; who are ſecure 


of their Liberties, and Minuteſt Particle of their Pro- 
perties, whilſt they do their Duties in their ſeveral Sta- 
tions, paying Obedience to the Princes Will, which 
can be no other amongſt us, but the known Laws of 
the Land. Whilſt many of our Neighbours round us, 
are Slaves to the Difpotick Power ot an Abſolute Mo- 
narch, too often an Ambitious Bloody Tyrant, Ra- 
vaging, and Devouring like a Beaſt of prey: They 
depend on his Smiles for their Lives, his Favour for 
their Bread, and his Pleaſure for their Liberty. The 
happy Effects of this part of God's - goodneſs to us in 
particular, we ſenſibly feel; and the Miſeries of our 
Neighbours in different circumſtances, ought to make 
us Reliſh them with the greater Guſt, to be more 
Thankful to God's goodneſs for them, and careful to 
deliver them Unimpair'd, as we Rereceiv'd and Enjov - 
them down to Poſterity ; tree from the Dividing, and 
Shareing Deſigns of Ariſtocratical Stateſmen, or the 
more fatal Attempts of the Bell-weathers of the Popu- 
lace, Men of Democratical Principles and Profeſſion. 
avow'd and declar'd Lovers of Liberty, but underhand 
laying Schemes for Anarchy and Confuſion; and con- 
ſequently, for the molt ſevere and cruel 1yranny, e 
deluded-People ever groan'd under. 


Secondly, Let us Obſerve and Remark God's goodneſs 
to us in our Religious capacity. | 
We have but juſt time to mention his gracious 
calling us out of Darkneſs into Light, taking us who 
were Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſes, and A- 
liens to the Common-wealth of Iſrael, into the Cove- 
nant of Grace and Adoption; Entitling us to a {hare 
of the Merits and Satisfactions of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
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(689) 
by his All-powerfull Grace, and the Miniſtry of Primi- 
tive, Apoſtolical Men, Converting us from Heatheniſm. 
to the Holy Religion of the Bleſſed Jeſus. And when 
in proceſs of time through their Luſts and Ignorance, 
and the Deſigns of Crafty, Worldly, and Politick Men, 
our Forefathers had corrupted the Purity of Chriſtia- 
nity, ſo that every thing almoſt but the name of it. 
was loſt among a People profeſſing it: How wonder- 
fully did he open the Eyes of the Blind, taking of the 
Scales, and once more Bleſs'd them with th Glorious, 
View and Enjoyment of the Light of the Goſpel ? 
How Regularly, Calmly, and Sedately was this Hap- 
py Reformation Begun, Perfected, and Eſtabliſh'd a- 
mongſt us Dy our Princes, our-Synods, and our Par- 
liaments ? To what Primitive Apoltolical Purity, De- 
cency and Order has God been graciouſly pleaſed to 
reſtore our Churches? And what great reaſon have 
we to bleſs him, that after all the many Attempts of 
Superſtitious, Idolatrous, and Bloody Men on one 
hand, and the dangerous Undermineings of Schiſmati— 
cal, Factious, and Turbulent Men on the other, to 
Subvert and bring them to Deſolation, our Churches 


4ill remain the Glories, and Bulwarks of the Retor- 


mation. And this brings me to conſider God's Good: 
nels. | 


Thirdly, in the Reſcue and Preſervation . of our 
Conſtitution in Church and State, in many Inſtances. _ 
Our Records are full of the Fruitleſs, and Abortive 
Deſigns of the Emillaries of Rome, ſince the very 
dawuings of the Reformation, to obſtruct or put out 
its Lighr, to Reduce our Churches and Nations, to 
the more than Egyptian Darkneſs, (a Darkneſs that 
might have been feſt) which they had tor ſome Cen; 
25 turies 
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turies lain wrapt in, and by the advantages of whicly 
like Free-booters of the Night, and Beaſts of Prey, 
they Robb'd, and PilPd, and PolPd our Churches and 
Kingdoms, prolling like Wolves amidſt the very Flocks, 
they were ſuppoſed falſely to Feed and Protect, undiſ- 
cover d, unſuſpected, in Shepherds Garbs, and Diſgui- 
ſed like Watchmen. 

Stripping them of their Diſguiſes, turning them out 
of their Dens, and depriving them of ſuch Fat Preys 
as they daily made in theſe Kingdoms, by their own 
Knavery practiceing on the Ignorance and Blind Zeal, 
of a good natured well meaning Laity, is what they will 
never forgive or forget. 

How wonderfully Good to us was the Almighty in 
preſerving that Glorious Princeſs Elisabeth, from the 
furious Bigotry and deſtroying Zeal, which Govern'd 
all in her Siſters Reign? How many ſecret Attempts 
agtinſt her Life, after ſhe came to. the Throne re- 
nounc'd and refus'd Compliance with the Pope, and 
Eſtabliſh'd the Reformation in her Dominions, Did the 
Almighty diſcover, and fruſtrate ? With what Joy to 
our Church, and Glory to our Country, did the fame 
All-gracious God Defeat, Contound and Deſtroy, the 
Conlecrated and Reputed Invincible Armada; that new 
cruzade againſt the Northern Hereſie? How won- 
derfully in the next Reign, did that Helliſh contrivance 
of the Gunpowder-Plot, come to light (praiſed be God) 
without raking Fire. Bellarmin himfelt --vns, That no- 
thing but a Miracle could have prevented it, and that 
the Finger of God was viſible in the Diſcovery, What 
a Miraculous Eſcape had the Britiſh in this City, and 
great part of the Kingdom from the intended Barba- 
rous Maſſacre in Forty one, which was but too tatally 
Succeſsful in the Northern Province? And here let us 
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tremble at the Remembrance of God's Judgments a. 
bout this time pour'd down in full Vials of Wrath, 
on theſe Churches and Nations, by delivering them 
up to the Madneſs, Fury, Fanataciſm, Rebellions, 
15 Robberies, Murders, Sacrilege, Parricide, Anarchy, 
Hypocrifie, Enthuſiaſm, and Deſtruction of every thing | 
| that was Good and Sacred amongſt us. 
| It wou'd be to caſt a Cloud upon the Glories of the | 
Day, to ſay more of them than what may conduce ta | 
[/ the raiſing up our Hearts to a due acknowledgment 
| of God's Goodneſs in delivering us ſurprizingly out 
of the Paws of thoſe Lions and Bears, from the Tuſhes 

of thoſe Boars who broke into God's Vineyard; whoſe 

Holy Temples they Defiled, making our Jeruſalem an 

heap of Stones ; and to induce us to note, that the Ec- 

cleſiaſtical and Civil Conſtitution we are fo happy in, 

have other Enemies beſides profeſt Papiſts; and to put 

us in mind of Watching and Praying againſt that fort 

of Men, who were Authors of, and Actors in all thoſe 

Horrid Impieties. If there be any ſuch {till amongſt us, 

it is not to be expected they ſhould go Bare-fac'd, or 
| Proclaim their Deſigns, but with a little Obſervation 
we may eaſily know them: For tho' then, (becauſe a 
New Game, and to us unknown) we were ealily im- 
pos'd upon, and cheated in't by them; yet now it we 
{ce idem iterum , the Old Cauſe Reviving, the Old Game 
in the ſame and like Hands; the Old Shuffling and 
Cutting, and Packing and Palming, *rwill be our Faults 
as well as our Sorrow, if we let them go on with the 
| Cheat, and ſweep the Stakes. For it the ſame Cauſes | 
and Agents do before our Eyes begin to Work, and | 

we not fear the ſame Effects from them; let us own i 
Ii God has blinded our Eyes, we have not made ſuita- 


it ble Returns for the many good things he has n 
one 
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done for us, that we are Unworthy of Preſervation, 
and Ripe for Deſtruction; and that tho' he daily 


gives us Glorious Succeſſes againſt our Foreign Ene- 


mies, the Rod of his Power which he makes uſe of 
in the day of his Wrath againſt us, grows amongſt 
our ſelves, and we ſhall Scourge one another. 

But from this Melancholy view of thoſe Judgments 
of God upon us, and of that Indelible Scandal on Chriſti- 
anity. Let us turn our Eyes toand acknowledge the Good- 
neſs of God, that tho* Root and Branch was the word, 
tho Religion and Loyalty, Monarchy and Epiſcopacy lay 
bleeding under thoſe Sons of Violence, tho? profeſs'd San- 
ctity ſuffer'd them not to deſtroy us utterly ;a Rem- 
nant eſcapꝰd, ſome Royal Shoots of the Root of Jeſſe were 
preſerv'd, and God in his own good time like his own 
workings in Peace and a ſtill Voice, without Blood, 
(but not Wonder) Reſtor'd the Son of our Glorious 
Martyr, to his Throne and People, and with him to 
us, all the Joys and Comforts of our Holy Religion 
and Happy Civil Conſtitution. 

And O that it had pleaſed him to have Preſerv'd 
the Royal ExiPd Family from the Infections of Po- 
pery, and Arbitrary Dominion ; which we muſt own 
had both of them Temptations enough to Enſnare 
young Princes, driven from their Native Soil and He- 
reditary Thrones, from which they ſaw the beſt of 
Fathers, and the beſt of Kings Torn, and Barbarouſly 
Murder'd by the Beaſts of the People, yet the Higheſt 
Pretenders to Reformation and Civil Liberty. 

Obedience to Kings, ſtrict Loyalty and Conſcienti- 
ous Subjection to the Civil Power, were ſome of the 
great Glories and Indearments of the Reformation to 
Sovereign Princes: But how were theſe Sullied by 
thoſe Men of Hypocriſie and Rebellion? When ſhall 
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(12) 
we (wha prais'd be God had no Hand in't) be able 
to wipe out the Stain? Or by our Repeated Renuncia- 
tions, and Reiterated Abhorrences ſhew our Deteſta- 
1 tion of thoſe Vile PraQices ? The Sectarians and Re- 
| bels of that time, had wofully Demonſtrated; that 
10 the Depaſing and King-kiling Doctrine was not pe- | 

| culiar to the Doctors of the Romiſh Church. That as. 
it theſe had their Marianas, and Soto's, Bellarmiu's and ö 
Suare g, Ledeſma's, Moliuu's, and Parſoass, to Preach, 
i Aﬀert and Promote them, when for the Service of 
the Papacy ; ſo they did not want Cal/viz and Auing- 
lius, Buchaunan, and Kyxox, Fenner, and Cartwright to 
countenance their Rebellious Practices, with Suitable, 
Political Principles; and if any body will but take the 
pains to rake in ſuch Dunghills, and trace the Scrib- 
lers and Painphleteers of thoſe Miſerable Times, they 
will find that Dolemaz's or rather Father Parſors's 
Collection of Treaſonable Poſitions, was the ſource of all 
their Writings, and the Foundation of the Charge and 
Procedure againſt the Royal Martyr. | 
[| \ "Theſe things calmly conſider'd, it is not hard to ac- 
if count for the prejudices one of the Exil'd Princes ſuckt 
| 
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in againſt Limited Monarchy, and the Reformation in 

| Foreign Popiſh Countries; eſpecially if we add to them | 
1 the Vigilance, Induſtry and Aſſiduity of the Miſſiona- 
ö 


i ries, Emiſſaries, and Partizans of Rome, to make ſuch 
[ Serviceable and Valuable Proſelytes. 

Here then was the Fountain of all thoſe Miſeries Exg- 
[ land fear'd, and we actually and ſorely felt under that 
Unhappy, Deluded, and Bigotted Prince: Here was 
the Foundation of Popery and Tyranny laid ; and had 
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| not the ſame wonderful kindnets of God to us, which 
Il {til} Watches over us tor Good, rais'd up, brought in, 
and aſſiſted our late Glorious King and Dehverer, | 
It 5 
| 
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it had not fail'd but we had been conſum'd: We 
had not been a People to day, much lefs here in the 
preſence of God, our Governors, our Prieſts and our 
People Singing Praiſes to, and Glorifying his Holy 
Name. 'Theſe are Truths paſt contradiction ; and 
whatever Stiffneck'd and Ungrateful Murmurers may 
fay elſewhere; whilſt we of this Kingdom have a 
Church, or an Houſe, or a foot of Land in't; whilſt 
we or our Poſterity, are ble{s'd with the free and Undi- 
ſturbed Exercife of our Holy Religion, and the Enjoy- 
ment of any Civil Right, let us preſerve the valuable 
Memory of our Gideon: Let us not for ever Copy 
the heighth of the Children of Iſrael's Ingratitude, as 
we do too many of their other crying Sins, who are 
Recorded to their Shame, by the Holy Pen-Man of the 
Book of Judges; That they remembred not the Lord their 
God, who had delivered them out of the hands of all their 
Enemies on every fide ; neither ſhewd they kindneſs to the 
Houſe of Jerubbaal (namely Gideon) according to all the 
goodneſs which he had ſhewed to Iſrael. 

And ſince our Gideon cou'd have no Deſign to Ag- 
grandize his Family, had no Children to tempt him, 
or make us ſuſpect he contrived the Settling of rhe 
Crowns Willich he wore with ſo much Glory, tho? full 
oi Cares and Labour, in his own Houſe: Let us 
juſtly and fairly acknowledge he was the Happy In- 
ſtrument to us for Good, that he could have nothing 
in his Princely View, but Liberty tor Struggling and 
almoſt Fetter'd Exrope ; the Reſtoring and Preſerving. 
to us our Civil and Religious Rights? And there- 
fore for ever let his Memory be precious, and his 
Name like a ſweet ſmelling Savour to late Poſterity. 
It is Injuſtice to lay the falle Steps of his Miniſters to 
his Charge, it any, and whatever they were. He 
came 


' 
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came a Stranger to us and our Conſtitution, his Coun- 
cil and his Great Miniſters were of our ſelves, and 
ſuch as had Recommended themſelves to him by their 
early Zeal, as he thought, for the Liberties and Re- 
ligion of their Country. If any of them abus'd his 
Confidence, or diſappointed his Expectations, in ad- 
viſing him to any wrong Meaſure, or turning to the 
-making their own Fortunes out of the publick Trea- 
ſures of the Nations; he was Ill uſed and Unhappy 
in them, but not Faulty. He meant in all his Actions 
Sincerely the good of the people under his Dominion 
and Care. He was generally abroad, Making, Ce- 
menting, and Preſerving Confederacies; His Royal 
Head and Hands full of the War ; Painful and Hap- 
py in Contriving, Active and ſucceſsfully Brave in the 
Execution of his own Schemes, and Heading the Uni- 
ted Forces of radars: Europe againſt the French Nim- 
rod, reducing hun at laſt to a Peace, which if it had 
been but as Laſting as it was Glorious; had plac'd us 
at leaſt of this Generation out of the reach of a New 
War. But ſince he liv'd to ſee the Monſter break the 
Chains he thought he had-bound him in; that no 
Treaties cou'd keep in an Ambitious, Deſigning Ty- 
rant, he happily laid that Project of Union and War 
againſt him, before he died, which has had ſuch Glo- 
rious Succeſs under the Auſpicious Councils and Arms 
of our Gracious Queen, as will make Her Reign 
Bleſſed, and Her Name Great for many Generations ; 
and whereof we this day Rejoyce. It was he ſingl'd 
out, diſtinguiſh'd, and inveſted with the fullneſs of 
Military Power, the Great and Glorious Man, who 
has ſo happily Fought our Battles abroad; carry'd 
our Enſigns and Banners to the diſtant Banks of the 
Danube, ſaving the ſinking Empire, and returning 
Triumphant 
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Triumphant over the United Forces of our moſt power- 
ful Enemies; who has rous'd and rais'd the Cou- 
rage and Honor of his Country-men, to their Ancient 
pitch, and ſhewn them and the World, what they are 
able to do in a Good Cauſe; who has perform'd at 
the Head of them ſuch Actions, as Rival the Glories 
of the Reigns of our Edward's and Hepry's ; and recall 
amongſt the now Daſtard and Craven French, the 
Terrors of Creſſy, Poittiers, and Agin-Conrt ; we have 
our Bedford's and Talbot's again, and the Children 
of our Enemies are once more Huſh'd with the Name, 
as their Fathers are {truck with Panick Terror, at the 
approach of our Engliſh Hero's. Panegyrick is not 
the buſineſs of this place, much leſs Flattery, both 
which on this occaſion, where there is ſo much true 
Merit muſt from any place offend, and can be of no 
uſe, but to expoſe the weakneſs of the Orator (if not 
very excellent at his Art) or the fawning Attempts of 
crouching Sycophants. As to the particular Action for 
which we this day render Praiſe and Glory to God, it 
is enough Europe rings on't, the Hearts and Hands of 
our Enemies are Infeebled, their Knees Tremble and 
Smite, the Pride of the Aſſyriaz is Falling, his Mighty 
Men are Bound, and his Captains led Captive into a 
ſtrange Land: His Armies find they are no Match, 
with all the Advantages of Lines, and Ramparts, tor 
our Troops; and inſtead of Extending their Conqueſts 
or Enlarging their Borders, as they vainly boaſted, in 
Rivers and ſtrong Camps they place there trem- 
bling Security. A bleſſed Change | 

France alone has not ſhrunk under the Genius of Eng- 
land in this War; Spain has felt almoſt another 88, not in- 
deed ſuch a numerous Fleet loſt, but near their All, with 
an Immenſe Treaſure, and their Unfortunate Guardians 
deſtroy'd by the irreſiſtable Courage of our Soldiers 
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and Seamen, under the admirable Conduct of our moſt- 
Illuſtrious and Heroick Chief Governor, and the Truly 
Brave Engliſh Admiral. Our Succeſs at Sea has prov'd 
it ſelf happy for England; the good effects of that 
Summers Expedition ſhew themſelves more and more 
every day; Gibralter appears now not only a valuable, 
but ſurprizing Acquiſition, carry'd in a few. hours by 
the Valour ct the High Spirited Engliſh, and Defended: 
by them for more Months againſt the United, tho? 
Ineffective Arms of France and Spain: The ſucceed- 
ing Engagement has ripen'd into a happy Victory; time 
has diſcover'd, what Spite and Envy, and party Ma- 
lice deny*'d and wou'd have conceaPd ; it was ſuch a 
blow to the Naval Force of the 'T'wo Crowns, that 
their Fleet has ever ſince lain coopt up in their Har- 
bours, and quitted to us the Triumphant Dominion of 
the Seas round them. And after this Enumeration of 
the many Great and Good things God has done for us. 
Let us 

Secondly, Own and Conſider his great Mercy to us. 

Alaſs we cannot pretend any Merit or Title to the 
many diſtinguiſhing Providences that appear and ſhew 
themſelves daily in our favour ; an impartial view of 
the general Irreligion, Lewdnels and Prophaneſs of theſe 
Kingdoms, and a ſerious Reflection on our own 
particular Offences againſt our good God, will ſoon 
bring us to- acknowledge, that great is his Mercy, that 
it endures for ever, and is over all his Works: For 
inſtead of Righteouſneſs promis'd under the Goſpel, 
Wickedneſs and Impiety run down like a mighty 


Stream; Vice no longer ſculks, and like the Heathen 


Deities of old, has its "Temples and Altars for its 
Blinded Votarics, in dark Receſſes and gloomy Groves, 
but rides Triumphant, out-faces the Sun, and bids 
defiance to Laws and Diſcipline. Inſtead of Prayers 
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and Praiſes, nothing to be heard but Oaths and horrid 
Imprecations; our very Children learn to liſp the Tre- 
mendous and ever Venerable Name of God in a Curſe, 
before they arc taught it in a Prayer. Amongſt the 
Riper Youth, hardly any thing to be obſerv'd but 
Lewdneſs and the wildeſt Luſts, Rioting and Drunken- 
neſs added to the Vices of Swearing and Curling pra- 
Aiced from Childhood; and amongſt the formally 
grave and ſolemn Men of worldly Buſineſs and deſign 
Avarice, Extortion, Oppreſſion, Over-reaching, Grin- 
ding, Forgery and Subornation : And it is well if even 
thoſe, whoſe more immediate Duty it is, and Care it 
ought to be, to Decry and Suppreſs all the foregoing 
Crimes keep themſelves free from ſhareing in them; 
either by their own Practice, or Connivance, or Fa- 
vour, or Fear, all equally fatal to the Government, and 
Pernicious to their Characters and Conſciences.. 

And here let us obſerve, how that ſome Sins, which 
were reckon'd very Heinous ones, abominable to God, 
and odious amongſt Chriſtians formerly; by long Uſe 
and Practice among us, ſeem now to have loſt all Re- 
proach, or Offenſive Guilt : Few men's Conſciences 
itartle at the Commiſſion of Schiſm or Sacrilege, or 
ever trouble them for living in an Habitual Practice of 
them: A Toleration Act can take away the Guilt, or 
which they think better, the Penalties of one; and 
there are ſuch a multitude ag grandiz'd by the other, 
turn'd into legal Tenures; that a ſmall Breach upon 
the Rights of the Miniſtring Clergy (tho? perhaps to 
make way for a greater) is not to be regarded. But 
till theſe things be conſider'd, and laid to Heart ſeri- 
ouily, and Reform'd Viſibly; and the growing multi- 
tude of Atheiſts, Deiſts, Arians, Socinians, Libertines, 
bold Wits, and ſhallow prophane Witlings, Scoffers 
wha. 


(18) 
who walk after their own Luſts, are Diſcountenanc'd, 
Puniſh'd and Suppreſs'd; till we have ſome Warmth 
and Zeal in our Hearts, for the Service and Glory of 
God and his Church, and Worſhip, and Holy Ordinan- 
ces, in ſome ſmall proportion to the daily Benefits we 
receive from his Bounty, we ought in all Humility to 
acknowledge that it is of his mere Mercy we are not 
conſumed. 

Don't let us fancy that there is the leaſt Difference 
in the Vices of the Nations now in War; it may be ac- 
cording to the difference of Climates, and Conſtitutions, 
they may vary in kind, but in the Groſs, I am afraid 
we Ballance them in Sins and Impious Practices. The 
Juſtice of our Cauſe, in Repreſſing Tyranny and Pre- 
ſerving Liberty, and the Prayers and Tears of the 
good Men amongſt us in the Communion of the Pu- 
reſt, moſt Primitive Apoſtolical Church in the World, 
the Eſtabliſhment and Security of which depends in 
a great meaſure under God on the Succeſs of this 
War, engage the Divine Goodneſs, Mercy and Power 
in our Preſervation and Favour, and Reſpites thoſe 
Judgments our Sins call loudly for. And O! that we 
were one and all United in this Holy Communion, 
gathered together in the Exerciſe of Piety, Juſtice and 
Charity, bound together in the Unity of the Spirit, in 
the Bond of Peace and in Righteouſneſs of Life! that 
with one Heart and Voice, we glorityed God, and 
join'd Hearts and Hands in the Service of our Queen 
and Country; what a happy People ſhould we be in 
ſuch a caſe ! we ſhould be the Envy of the World, 
the Joy of Angels, and the Darling as well as Emblem 
of Heaven. But ſince this Bleſſed State is only to be 
wiſh'd and pray'd for, and not at this time to be 
hoped for by the moſt Sanguine; I ſhall proceed to ſhew 

Thirdly, 
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' Thirdly, How highly neceſſary an Hearty Union 
amongſt our ſelves, is to fave us from our Enemies. 
And let us here obſerve, that as we muſt own 
and acknowledge the Goodneſs and Mercy, and 
Power of God in all Happy Events, and Succeſſes ; 
and depend intirely upon him for the Augmentation 
of his Bleſſings, their daily Encreaſe and Preſcrva- 
tion; ſo we mult act as Carefully, Induſtriouſly, Wa- 
| rily, and Rationally, to bring ſuch Happy Events 
. about; as if there were no Over-ruling Providence. 
| It is God's Bleſſing on the means we Pray, and 
Praiſe him for: We muſt not Tempt him, and 
expect daily Miracles in our Favour. Holy Writ 
tells us of rhe Sword of the Lord, and of Gideon; 
t Curſes Meroz and the Inhabitants of it bitterly, for 
not coming to the help of the Lord againſt the 
iS Mighty. And therefore, ſince all Rational Lawful 
Means are to be uſed to Strengthen our ſelves, and 
to Save us from our Enemies, I think none makes 
. a more ſeaſonable, and fairer Addreſs, or Claim to 
. our Choice, and Practice at this time, than a ſtrict 
Union amongſt our ſelves. 
1 I fear that all who hear me to day, are not e- 
a qually Affected to our Conſtitution; it is well if 
1 ſome do not Mourn at what we Rejoice; reckon our 
1 Succeſles, Diſappointments of their Hopes, Melan- 
1 
n 
l, 
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choly Weaknings of the Sinews of that Arm they 
confide in, for the Overturning our Conſtitution in 
Church and State. Even ſuch men, if they conſider 
rightly the Mudneſs, and Equity of our Laws, 


5 the much Milder, and Tender Execution of thoſe | 
>. very Laws, which ſeem to bear hardeſt on them, | 
& | at a time when they muſt own, They have but a 
'y, | ſmall claim to Lenity, if We ſhould mete to them 


their 
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their own Meaſure : If they would but Reflect on 
the Ed merges Sway of that Prince, and the Inſul- 
ting Temper of that Nation, they are ſo unaccounta- 


bly fond of, and the Miſery of the People who live 


under that Arbitrary Dominion; they wou'd find: 
it their Intereſt, as it certainly is their Duty to quit 


Party, and join Sincerely, and Zealouſly with us 


againſt him. I think we Fight the Cauſe of Man- 
kind, and they muſt be in love with Stavery, who 
do not join us at leaſt with their Prayers, to 
Humble the Common Oppreſſor, Ravager and De- 


{troyer. | | 
As for the reſt, who- heartily Rejoice with us this. 


day; the Potent and Subtle Adverſaries we have to 


deal with abroad, the Fooliſh Bigotry, and often 
experienced Savageneſs of the other party J have juſt 
mentioned. Their Reſtleſs, and without doubt Stre- 
nuous Endeavours to place on the Throne a Pretend- 
ed Son of that Nevoted King, who was thruſt on by 
them to his Ruin, ought to. engage all our Hearts, 


and ee to Reduce the Exorbitant Power of 
1, 


that Monarch, who Pretends, and Preſumes to give 
Kings o impoſe Laws on, and ſettle what Religion 
he pleates amongſt his Neighbours. Nothing can add 
greater weight to our Councils, or force to our 
Arms, nothing can Recommend us more to the Fa- 
vour and Protection of Heaven, than Peace among(t 
our ſelves, and Brotherly Love, and Affection to one 
another. But if notwithſtanding all, the Spirit of 


Faction, Schiſm, and Sedition will riſe, and Exert 


it ſelf, and any ſet of Men will dare to provoke the 
Juſtice of God, and the Laws of the Land, by at- 
tempting to Shake, Undermine, or Looſen our pre- 
tent Eſtabliſhnment in Church and State, under the 
pre- 
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pretences of greater Liberty of Conſcience, and a 
more perfect and thorough Reformation, or upon 
any other account whatſoever ; as we join againſt 
the Common Enemy, without the leaſt reſerve. So 
Et all ſincere, and true Lovers of the Church, and 
Monarchy, and the Succeſſion as by Law Eſtabliſh'd, 
Watch againſt the Deſigns, and Practices of ſuch: 
Back Friends to them all. There is no need of any 
thing more, than Guarding our ſelves againſt their 
Contrivances ; let us be but clear Sighted and Vigi- 
lant enough not to be wheedled by them, to join: 
with them, in any Meaſures that have the leaſt ten- 
dency to their Old Practices; let us not be cajoled 
by the abuſe of that very good Word MODER A- 
T I ON, to very. wicked purpoſes, to be Moderately 
Wiſe, Moderately Honeſt, Moderately Juſt, Moderately 
Zealous or Moderately Loyal; if we do, me ſhall find our 


ſelves in the end moſt. Immoderately Cheated, Gulld, 


Abus'd and Undone. 

Let us Hear and Obſerve what this ſort. of Men 
Taught, Declar'd, and Impos'd, when Succeſs had 
inabled them. to Speak. out, and Dictate Magiſteri- 
ally. In the Declaration of the Scotch and Engliſh- 
Rebellious Sectaries, dated January the zoth, 1643. 
they Declare, That Neutrality, and Indiſferency in the 
time of danger of Religion, was a thing Deteſtable to 
God; that ſuch as have / 5 Neutraliſts, or Indi ſſe- 
rents (other words for their now Moderate Men) in 
the times of Civil Diviſion, and Danger of the Com- 
mon-Wealth, have been in all Nations ſeverely Puniſh'd 
as Pernicious and Publick Enemies; and therefore they 
gave Publick Warning to ſuch Perſons to reſt no longer 
«yon their Neutrality, or to pleaſe themſelves with the 
Naughty, and Slothful pretext of Indifferency, but that 

they 
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they Addreſs themſelves ſpeedily to take the Covenant, 
and join with all their Power in that Cauſe againſt the 
Common Enemy, otherwiſe they do Declare them Publick 
Enemies to their Religion and Country; and that they 
are to be Cenſured and Puniſh'd, as profeſt Adverſaries 
and Malignants. Theſe are their own Words, and 
they ſtuck to them to a tittle. A ſeaſonable true 
Leſſon, if in the Mouths of Good Men in a juſt Cauſe ; 
but how proper in the Mouths of Rebels and Tray- 
tors, judge ye. Let us not therefore be perſwaded 
to fancy (what they wou'd fain have the World 
believe) that the Relicts, Spawn, and Countenancers 
of that ſort of People, who ſo unhappily ſucceeded in 
their Villanous Deſigns upon the Church and the 
Crown; and the Life of our Queen's moſt Glorious 
Grand-father, are her Majeſty's only Hearty and 
Loyal Subjects: Let not a Set of Men Famous for 
Calumny, Slander and Falſhood, be able to Aſperſe 
the beſt Friends to our Conſtitution. Let us conſi- 
der, that after all their Pretences to extraordinary 
Purity and Sanctity, what a Medley of no Religi- 
on, and all Religions they are now Confederates 
with, Gebal and Ammon, and Amalek, againſt our Sion: 
And after all, if we are not ſo Unhappily Credulous 
and Eaſie, as to ſuffer them by caſting Miſts before 
our Eyes, and playing the Jugglers with us, to draw 
ſome of our ſelves in againſt what, I am ſure, we all 
wiſh preſerv'd, and for ever ſafe: Bleſſed be God 
they are too few, and Impotent to do us any Miſ- 
chief. They are noted by ſuch methods as theſe, to 
have gain'd their Ends formerly, tho' Honeſt Men 
were not to be let into the Secret, till the Plot open'd 
and the Tragical Effects of it were not to be Pre- 
vented. To Promiſe Falſely, Proteſt Falſely, Vow Falſely, 


Covenant 
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Covenant Falſely, Pretend to Religion and Piety Falſely, 
Dram up and Publiſh the State of the Nation Falſely, 
Petition Falſely, Calumniate Falſely, Aſperſe the Govern- 
ment and Miniſtry (when not in their own Hands) 
Falſely. That they may Cheat the People, Raiſe Diſcon- 
tents, Affright and bring them wholly under their Dire- 
Gion, and Guidance, and make them Authors of their oma 
Slavery; while they Uſurp an Arbitrary Boundleſs Power, 
and Dominion over them, by Monſtrous Hypocriſie, and 
Impoſture, and Maintain ſuch Uſurpation by that very 
Force, and thoſe very Arms, which the Deluded People 
" at firſt furniſh'd them with, Theſe are their Arts, to 
our Coſts now known to us, and therefore J hope . 
not to be Practiced with any Succeſs upon us again; 

and they all help to convince us, how neceſſary an 

Hearty, Zealous and Loyal Union amongſt all true 
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| | Lovers of our Church, of our Civil Rights, Proper- 

I ties and Conſtitution, is to our Preſervation from our 

Enemies, and all that Hate us. God has frequently, 

I and almoſt Miraculouſly Interpos'd for us againſt all 

y our Enemies around us: One Day telleth another, 
8 


and one Night certifyeth another of the Glorious Ad- 
vantagcs he gives us, and our High Allies againſt the 
I Invader of the Rights, and Common. Diſturber of the 
s | Peace of Europe; and as if he had a regard to our for- 
getfulneſs, and coolneſs in our Acknowledgement of 


y his Mercies to us; it has gracioully pleaſed him to 

1 Revive, and Invigorate our almoſt languid Joy with. 

4 the grateful News of a Freſh, Glorious, and (we 

. hope) a very Important Victory. Let us then in G2 


to order to engage God's Goodneſs, and Mercy to Com- 
i pleat, and Proſper what he has fo Happily. begun, 

and carries on by his. Bleſſing, on. our Councils and 
e- Arms, | 


ly, | Eo i 8 In | 


ol 


In the laſt place raiſe our Hearts and Voicts in 
Praiſes, Thankſgivings and Halalujahs for all the 
great things he has already done for us; let us avoid 
all manner of Exceſs, Riot, and Intemperance in | 
this day of Glory, and Worſhip: Let us ſhew our | 
Thankfulneſs to our Good God, Not oxly with our Lips 
but in our Lives, by giving up our ſelves to his Service 

. and by walking before him in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
all our Days, thro Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; and let us 
cloſe all with the Royal Pfalmiſt's Exhortation in the 
words of my Text. . | 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good: for his mer- 
cy endureth for ever. And ſay ye, ſave us O God of our | 
Salvation, and E us together, and deliver us from 
the Heathen, that we may give thanks to thy Holy Namo, 
and glory in thy Praiſe. Bleſſed be the Lord God-· of 
Iſrael for ever and ever : and let all the people ſay Amen, 
and praife the Lord. i ö 
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